Why Perl?

Rapid implementation

EASY JOBS EASY
perl -e
scalars

HERE documents
(anonymous) hashes
(anonymous) closures

grep, map, sort
references

autovivification

perl -e -MCPAN

DO WHAT | MEAN

use warnings
use strict
lexical scope
scalar/array context
POD

use Carp

prototypes ipen (S

Module::Build
Test::Harness

HARD IS POSSIBLE

"Swiss Army Knife"

@ARGV
STDIN
STDOUT

ActiveState
for Windows

file tests
gx

\,

opendir, etc.

)\ ( )

split, join
pack, unpack
qw
substr
(s)printf

taint
eval
Interpolation

v \, v

- all *nixes and other OSs -

UNIX
Beyond

Scripting

At the Heart:

REGEX
Pattern
Matching

- original context -

Grammars

- safe text/string manipulation -

Extraction

and
Reporting

Updated methods:

WWW
Cal

ModPerl

- production systems -

- emergent context -

COMMUNITY
perl.org
perl.com
Perl Monks
Perl Mongers
O'Reilly

\,

N\

v

CPAN
Code

Sharing

- Open Source dividend -

m

C
Libraries

All built on top of the kind of things you might want to assume in any procedural language:

Functions & Operators:
arithmetic
condition tests
logical

bitwise

next last
given when

Flow Control:
if elsif else unless
while for foreach

Array Manipulation:
push pop
shift unshift

splice reverse
m yperoperators

expressions
(precedence)
subroutines

file input/output

# inline comments



